Following the report by L. Frankenberg in the October 1979 issue (Laboratory Animals 13.311-312) on the technique of bleeding mice by cardiac puncture through the anterior thoracic aperture. I would like not only to confirm the ease and cleanliness with which blood is obtained with this method. but to bring to your attention other points in its favour.
1. It can be applied to other species. specifically guineapigs. hamsters and rats. from which amounts of blood equivalent to 5% of the bodyweight can be 367 obtained. Needles of size 0·63 x 30 mm an; generally acceptable for all 3 species.
2. Blood can be obtained from freshly dead animals. i.e. it is not necessary to keep them alive under anaesthesia for the procedure.
3. With care, repeated insertions (up to at least 3) can be made, the partial self-sealing phenomenon of the pericardium minimizing blood loss.
4. The technique can be effected with little damage to other tissues, such as the thymus gland. in the vicinity of the heart and injection site.
